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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Prohibition of Entry into Confined Spaces for Visitors and Guests

This memorandum provides further guidance regarding entry into confined spaces
under DESC control as established and in accordance with the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA), Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations, 1 9 I 0. I 46,
Competent Person, OSHA 1915 Maritime Safety, and the DESC Standard Operating
Procedures for Confined Space Entry and Respiratory Protection.

The OSHA regulations require that any person who must enter a confined space
receive appropriate training to certify them as "competent person." The "competent

person" is trained in the use of specialized equipment to monitor the space prior to and
during entry. Confined space entry monitoring must be accomplished to determine the
potential for oxygen-deficient, flammable or toxic atmospheres within the space.
Additionally the competent person is provided and required to wear personal protective
equipment such as protective clothing, hard hat, and if necessary a respirator.

Therefore this memorandum will serve as policy that DESC will not condone the
practice of, nor accept liability for, untrained individuals (visitors and guests) entering
into confined spaces under DESC control. The DESC Confined Space Entry and
Respiratory Protection Standard Operating Procedures prohibit entry into any confined
space for any individual, whether civilian or military, who has not been sufficiently
trained and certified as a "competent person".

I am relying on all DESC Region Commanders, Deputies, Directors and their staff
to ensure compliance with this policy. Should you have further questions concerning this
matter, please contact the DESC Safety Office on703-767-8281 or DSN 427-8281.
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